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In accordance with Applicant's duty of candor under 37 CFR §1.56 and in compliance 
with 37 CFR §1.97 and §1.98, Applicant submits the present Supplemental Information 
Disclosure Statement and Form PTO/SB/08A. A copy of each of the listed references is included 
herewith. 

This Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement is being filed before the receipt of a 
first Office Action on the merits. This filing constitutes a bona fide attempt to comply with 37 
CFR § 1.97(b)(3). 

One of the cited references, DE 198 48 172, is not in the English language. Attached is 
an English translation of the Abstract of DE 198 48 172, and Applicant adopts same as the 
statement of relevance for this reference. 



Sir: 



In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97, the presentation of this information shall not be 
construed as a representation that a search has been made, or as an admission that the information 
cited in this statement is, or is considered to be, material to patentability as defined in 37 CF.R. § 
1.56(b). 

Should the Examiner believe a fee is required, the United States Patent and Trademark 
Office is hereby authorized and requested to charge the fee to the deposit account of the 
undersigned firm, Account No. 20-1495. 
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USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by 
the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language 
Translation is attached. 
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